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<Abstract>

2009 Research on Regional Dialect of Overseas
Collective Diaspora Korean

—on Bishkek in Kirgizstan

This report contains (1)narrative discourse(only four hours), (2)vocabulary, (3)phonology,
(4)grammar research material which were surveyed from the Korean on Bishkek in
Kirgizstan. This survey proceeded from July 2" to July 17" in 2009, for about 59 hours.
This materials may show the real state of the Korean language "Koryeo-mal" of the Koreans
who were residents in Kirgizstan.

Kirgizstan are located in south-western area of Central Asia, with China to the east,
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan to the north. In Kirgizstan, there are 20 thousand Koreans who
forced to emigrated from the Russian Far-East by Soviet Russian. They had lived in
Uzbekistan or Kazakhstan at the beginning of diaspora.

The majority of the Koreans in Kirgizstan live on Bishkek, the capital city of Kirgizstan
and in the neighbouring area to Bishkek. They call their mother country "Koreo"(Korea), call
their mother tongue "Koreo-mal'(the Korean Language spoken in Central Asia), and call
themselves as "Koreo-saram'(the Korean). The Koreans from seventy years up can speak
Korean fluently, but sixty years down cannot speak Korean well. It is very difficult to
speak Korean in their sixties. So they usually speak Russian. The elderly Korean usually
speak Russian, and they speak Russian with the members of thrir family, because their
family members speak only Russian. But They mostly speak Korean with "Koreo-saram".

We interviewed six Koreans on Bishkek, and selected three of them as informants. An,
Tashja, main informant, whose ancestors resided in Onseong-gun of Hambuk province
which belongs to the Yukcin-dialect area. The other informant Pak, Ok-Sun, whose
ancestors resided in Puryeong-gun of Hambuk located at the border of the Yukcin and the
North-eastern dialect. Pak, Pjotr, whose ancestors resided in Kilju-gun of Hambuk which
belongs to the North-eastern dialect. All three informants do not show the dialect of
ancestors. They speak koine "Koreo-mal" which has developed gradually by the regional
dialects of Hambuk-province in North Korea. The sentence endings are similar to the

Yukcin-dialect, and Phonology is similar to the North-eastern dialect.

Key-words;  Kirgizstan,  Bishkek, diaspora, @ Koryeo-mal"(the = Korean Language),

"Koreo-saram"(the Korean), Yukcin dialect, North-eastern dialect.



